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To: All Members of the Northern Area 
Fisheries Advisory Committee
Dear Member,
Draft Netting off the Derwent Estuary 
Application for a Licence
At the last meeting of the Northern Area Committee, Members 
considered the proposed new code of Byelaws. One of the 
recommendations in this new code is that all netting should, 
on conservation grounds, be prohibited off the mouth of the 
River Derwent. The Committee endorsed this recommendation 
and so did the Regional Committee. A t  the present time, 
however, draw draft or seine, heave or haaf nets are permitted 
under the existing Byelaws (7)(d)(2) and shall remain so unless 
and until the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
confirms the Authority's proposed new code.
However, although since the present Byelaws were confirmed 
four years ago, no applications have ever been received for 
licences to net in this area, an application for a draft net 
has recently been received. This application must be dealt 
with as the law stands at the moment, notwithstanding the 
present application for new Byelaws to prohibit all netting 
in this area. A licence will, therefore, have to be issued, 
as the Authority are bound to issue a licence to any applicant 
unless
(a) He is disqualified or,
(b) there is a Net Limitation Order in operation
and neither of these apply in the present case.
However, no licence duty has ever been fixed for draft nets 
in this area, the reason being, of course, that no applications 
for licences have ever been received until now and a duty has 
to be fixed before a licence can be issued. The Regional 
Committee at their next meeting on 13th July, 1981 will
George Mann Chairman
be a sk ed  t o  f i x  a d u ty  and I  have  t h e r e f o r e  a r r a n g e d  w ith  Mr. E croyd  
to  o b t a in  th e  v iew s o f  th e  N o r th e rn  A rea C om m ittee a t  t h e  S p e c ia l  
M eeting  on 1 6 th  Ju n e  n e x t .
Y ours s i n c e r e l y ,




Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F2/A29
*PLEASE NOTE THE VENUE FOR THE MEETING.
4th June, 1981
To: Members of the Northern Area Fisheries 
Advisory Committee:
{Messrs. E. P. Ecroyd, (Chairman);
A. E. I. Bell; F. Bunting; E. Cave;
A. C. Findlay; A. Gleaden; B. Irving;
A. Marshall; J. S. Marshall; Wm. McKenna;
P. F. Murray; G. Richardson; G. B. Sedgwick;
J. Thompson; G. N. F. Wingate; and the 
Chairman of the Authority (G. Mann); the 
Vice Chairman of the Authority (A. Richardson); 
and the Chairman of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee (T. A. F. Barnes) (ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A special meeting of the NORTHERN AREA FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 p.m. on TUESDAY, 16TH JUNE, 1981, in the 
CONFERENCE ROOM at the AUTHORITY'S NORTHERN DIVISION SUB-DISTRICT 





A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting held on 3 0th March, 1981 (enclosed 
herewith together with the Minutes of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee held on 27th April, 1981).
3. Fisheries in the Solway Firth.




P r e s e n t : E . P . E c ro y d , E sq . (Chairm an)
F . B u n tin g , E sq .
E. C ave, E sq .
A. C. F in d la y ,  E sq .
A. G le a d e n , E sq .
A. M a rs h a l l ,  E sq .
J .  S . M a rs h a l l ,  E sq . 
jym. McKenna, E sq .
G. R ic h a rd s o n , E sq .
J .  Thompson, E sq .
G. N. F . W in g a te , E sq .
9 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m ee tin g  w ere  r e c e iv e d  from  Mr. T .A .F . 
B a rn e s , Mr. A .E .I .  B e l l ,  Mr. B. I r v i n g ,  Mr. G. Mann, Mr. A. R ic h a rd so n  
and Mr. G .B . S edgew ick .
10. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The C om m ittee d i s c u s s e d  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p ro c e d u re s  in  r e s p e c t  o f  
th e  d e s p a tc h  o f  M in u te s  and Agenda o f  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  C om m ittee .
RESOLVED:
(1) T h a t th e  D i r e c to r  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  be r e q u e s te d  t o  a r r a n g e  
f o r  th e  d e s p a tc h  o f  th e  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee M in u te s  a s  soon 
a s  p r a c t i c a b l e  a f t e r  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee 
t o  w hich  th o s e  M in u te s  a r e  p r e s e n te d .
(2) T h a t  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
be re q u e s te d  t o  a r ra n g e  f o r  th e  d e s p a tc h  o f  f u t u r e  A gendas 
to  members f o u r te e n  d ay s  p r i o r  t o  th e  d a te  o f  th e  m e e tin g .
(3) T h a t th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  Com m ittee h e ld  
on 5 th  J a n u a r y ,  1981 , be  ap p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and 
s ig n e d  by th e  C hairm an .
11 . REPRESENTATION ON THE REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
A r is in g  from  M inu te  N o .31 (M em bership o f  th e  C om m ittee) o f  th e  m ee tin g  
o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee h e ld  on 2nd F e b ru a ry ,  1981 , c o n s id e r a t io n  
was g iv e n  t o  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  fo rm er D erw ent and 
W est Cum bria F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee , on  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee .
RECOMMENDED:
T h a t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  on  t h e  R e g io n a l  C o m m itte e  
a t  p r e s e n t  o c c u p ie d  by th e  C hairm an o f  th e  fo rm er D erw ent and 
W est Cum bria F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee becom ing v a c a n t ,  t h a t  
p o s i t i o n  be f i l l e d  by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from  th e  W est Cum bria 
a r e a .
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12. FISHING LICENCE DUTIES
The Authority had requested the Regional Committee to consider the 
need for and formulate proposals for increases in fishing licence 
duties to be effective from 1st January, 1982, at its next meeting on 
27th April, 1981.
The approved fisheries expenditure for 1981/82 showed an increase 
attributable to past, present and future price increases and in the 
light of this inflationary trend an all round increase of 10% in the 




Single Rod and Line
(a) Salmon
Season 18.00
Part Season from June 1st 12.00
Season concessionary 9.00 
Part Season concessionary
from June 1st 6.00
Seven day 3.00
















(c) Non migratory trout, (brown
trout, rainbow trout and char) 
freshwater fish and eels
Season 3.60 3.90*
Season concessionary 1.80 1.90*
Seven day 0.60 0.70*
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil nil
Concessionary licences are issued to juveniles (14-16 years) ,
state retirement pensioners and registered disabled persons.
* rounded down to nearest lOp
Commercial Eel Fishing
Fixed eel trap per annum 
Eel or fyke net per annum 
Traps, putcheons or baskets 







P r e s e n t  R e v ised  
D u ty  D u ty  
.... .......... £
N e ts  and F ix e d  E n g in es
(A rea w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  
fo rm er Cum berland R iv e r  A u th o r i ty
»
W hole a r e a  D r i f t ,  Hang o r  Whammel 
n e t  (n o t e x c e e d in g  275m in  le n g th
when w et) 1 2 5 .0 0  13 7 .5 0
R iv e r  E den , Draw, D r a f t  o r  S e in e  
n e t  (n o t e x c e e d in g  275m in  le n g th
when wet) 3 0 0 .0 0  33 0 .0 0
W hole a r e a  Heave o r  H aaf n e t  ' 2 5 .0 0  2 7 .5 0
R iv e r  Eden coop  1 1 7 .0 0  12 8 .7 0
R iv e r  D erw ent coop 2 6 0 .0 0  286 .00
S outh  W est C um berland g a r th  1 3 0 .0 0  143 .00
4 . N e ts
(A rea w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  
fo rm er L a n c a s h ire  R iv e r  A u th o r i ty )
R iv e r  R ib b le ,  D r i f t ,  Hang o r  Whammel 
n e t  (n o t e x c e e d in g  140m in  le n g th
when wet) 8 0 .0 0  8 8 .0 0
R iv e r  L une, D r i f t ,  Hang o r  Whammel 
n e t  (n o t e x c e e d in g  300m in  l e n g th
when w et) 1 3 3 .0 0  146 .30
R iv e r  L une, Draw, D r a f t  o r  S e in e  
n e t  (n o t e x c e e d in g  185m in  l e n g th
when w et) 1 1 6 .0 0  12 7 .60
R iv e r  Duddon, Draw, D r a f t  o r  S e in e  
n e t  (n o t e x c e e d in g  185m in  l e n g th
when w et) 1 1 0 .0 0  1 2 1 .0 0
R iv e r  Lune Heave o r  H aaf n e t  5 1 .0 0  5 6 .1 0
R iv e r  K ent Lave n e t  6 0 .0 0  6 6 .0 0
R iv e r  Leven Lave n e t  5 0 .0 0  5 5 .0 0
I t  was e x p la in e d  t h a t  o n ly  by  in c r e a s in g  th e  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  in  th e  
manner p ro p o se d  c o u ld  th e  A u th o r i ty  e n s u re  t h a t  th e  r e a l  v a lu e  o f  th e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  fro m  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  to w a r d s  t h e  c o s t  o f  f i s h e r i e s  
w ould be m a in ta in e d .
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Although appreciating the need for licence duties to take account of 
inflation, the Committee drew attention to the fact that on 15th 
February, 1979, (Minute No.40) the Regional Committee had recommended 
that in the event of a future restructuring of licence duties, prime 
consideration should be given to the introduction of a single tier 
licence duty for rod and line throughout the Authority area. It was 
felt that this was a matter worthy of consideration with a view to its 
introduction as from 1st January, 1983.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That the proposals to increase the rod and line, net and 
fixed engine licence duties as set out above be approved.
(2) That consideration be given to the introduction of a single 
tier licence duty for rod and line to take effect from 1st 
January, 1983.
13. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee. 
The report included items on river conditions and fishing, migratory 
fish movement, Holmwrangle hatchery, stocking by angling associations, 
fish disease, serious poaching incidents and details of monthly 
catches of salmon and sea trout for the 1980 season.
The Area Fisheries Officer further reported that in his opinion the 
fish mortality which occurred in the River Esk during June, 1980, when 
the river from Dalegarth to the estuary had been affected, was due to 
low pH levels in the river following heavy rainfalls, after periods of 
drought, which had flushed out humic acids from the peat bogs into the 
river system. A current phenomenon was the general acidity of most 
rivers, which appeared to be a world wide problem, a contributing 
factor being the pollution of the atmosphere from industrial areas 
increasing the acidity of the rainfall over a wide area.
pH levels in rivers and rainfall were being monitored.
RESOLVED:
That the Report be received and approved.
14. FISHING PROSECUTIONS
Reference was made to the apparent delay in bringing to Court alleged 
offenders against the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1975, which 
it was felt tended to inhibit the Magistrates in the inposition of 
realistic penalties. The Regional Fisheries Officer informed the 
Committee that for the last twelve months, staff who dealt with the 
processing of cases had been and still were under strength due to 
prolonged illness. Other factors leading to the delay in the 
prosecution of cases were availability of possible hearing dates, 
availability of witnesses both for the prosecution and defence and the 
adjournment of cases for various reasons once a hearing date had been 
set. Allowing for these factors, cases were brought to court as
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soon as possible after the detection of offenders. Wherever 
practicable outside solicitors were instructed on behalf of the 
Authority in outlaying areas. At the request of the Committee 
the officers undertook to investigate the benefit of instructing 
outside solicitors more frequently.
15. CATCH RETURNS
ft
Discussion ensued on the accuracy of catch returns and the officers 
undertook to explore means whereby it could be made quite clear to 
fishermen that catches of 'smelts', 'white trout' and 'herling' had to 
be included in returns of migratory trout caught.
16. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1981-82
The proposed dates for meetings of the Regional and Area Fisheries 
Advisory Committees for the 'Authority Year' 1981-82 were submitted 
for information, dates for meetings of the Area Committee being noted 
as follows:-
Monday 12th October, 1981 
Monday 29th March, 1982
17. BRITISH STEEL CORPORATION - 
ABSTRACTION FROM RIVER DERWENT AT MILLFIELD
The Committee noted that discussions were taking place between the 
officers and British Steel in relation to abstractions by the 
Corporation from the River Derwent at Millfield.
18. FISH COUNTER - RIVER DERWENT
The Area Fisheries Officer reported that investigations were taking 
place in respect of the operation of the River Derwent fish counter. 
Problems were experienced at times of very high tides which caused 
waters to back-up over the crest of the weir, thus enabling fish to 
swim upstream over the weir, and avoid the counter.
F1/A4
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
27TH APRIL, 1981
Present T. A. F. Barnes, 
J. S. Bailey, Esq.
A. G. R. Brown, Esq.
Esq. (Chairman)
R. D. Houghton, Esq. 
Mrs. W. Lomas 
G. Mann, Esq.
R. A. Parkin, Esq.
Major J. G. W. Skipwith 
L. B. Williams, Esq.
G. Wilson, Esq.
F. Bunting, Esq. 
J. M. Croft, Esq.
E. P. Ecroyd, Esq.
J. H. Fell, Esq. 
E. H. Funk, Esq.
37. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Ap ologies for absence from the meeting were received from 
Mr. J. Johnson, Mr. Wm. McKenna, Mr. A. Richardson and Mr. M. Wareing.
38. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 
2nd February, 1981, be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
The Chairman of the Northern Area Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 30th March,
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Northern Area 
Advisory Committee held on 30th March, 1981, be 
received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 11 
(Representation on the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee) be noted, and the structure and member­
ship of the Regional Committee be considered at the 
meeting of the Regional Committee on 13th July, 1981.
(3) That the recommendations contained in Minute No. 12 
(Fishing Licence Duties) be considered under the 
appropriate Agenda item.




The Chairman of the Central Area Advisory Committee submitted the
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Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 1st April, 
1981.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Central Area 
Advisory Committee held on 1st April, 1981, be received.
(2) That the recommendations contained in Minute No. 16(3) 
(Matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting - 
Fishery Byelaws) and Minute No. 19 (Fishing Licence 
Duties) be considered under the appropriate Agenda 
items.
(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 21 
(Authority Works on headwater becks of the River Hodder 
and on the River Douglas) be noted and that wherever 
possible the appropriate consultations envisaged take 
place.
(4) That the recommendations contained in Minute No. 24 
(Mitton Fishery - River Ribble) be approved.
(C) Southern Area
The Chairman of the Southern Area Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 8th April, 
1981.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Southern Area 
Advisory Committee held on 8th April, 1981, be received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 12 
(Membership of the Committee) be approved.
(3) That the recommendations contained in Minute No. 13 
(Licensing of Angling for Freshwater Fish) and Minute 
No. 14 (Fishing Licence Duties) be considered under the 
appropriate Agenda item.
40. MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
It was reported that on 16th March, 1981, the Authority had approved 
the recommendation made at the last meeting of the Committee (Minute 
No. 31) that the Chairmen of the three new area committees should 
serve on the Committee in an ex officio capacity.
41. FISHING LICENCE DUTIES
On 16th March, 1981, (Minute No. 50) the Authority had requested 
the Committee to consider the need for and formulate proposals for 
increases in fishing 1 icence duties to be effective from 1st January, 
1982.
- 3 -
The approved Fisheries budget for 1981/82 which allowed for inflation 
showed an increase in gross expenditure of 13.9% attributable entirely 
to past, present and future price increases. This was very similar to 
the annual rate of inflation of 13% as reflected by the January, 1981 
Retail Price Index, but this figure could be expected to increase by a 
further one or two points in the light of the Chancellor's Budget. In 
view of the Government's declared intention to reduce inflation, an 
all round increase of 10% on all existing fishing licence duties, as 
set out in the Appendix to these .Minutes, was proposed and this had 
been considered by the Area Committees at their March/April round of 
meetings.
As indicated in the Minutes of the respective Committees, the pro­
posed 10% increase had been accepted by all three Committees, albeit 
reluctantly, and especially so by the Southern Area Committee who had 
felt that consideration should be given to the special needs of that 
area with a view to the issue for that area of the non-migratory 
trout, freshwater fish and eels licence at a concessionary rate of 
duty as from 1st January, 1982. The Southern Area Committee also 
looked for an improvement in the fisheries service in the southern 
area and had suggested that consideration should also be given to the 
introduction of a separate freshwater fish licence into the licence 
structure as from 1st January, 1983.
The Northern and Central Area Committees had also suggested that the 
rod licence structure be reviewed and the Northern Area Committee 
had recommended that consideration be given to the introduction of 
a single tier licence duty for rod and line to take effect from 
1st January, 1983.
The Committee felt that notwithstanding the recommendation made at 
their meeting on 15th February, 1979, (Minute No. 40(2)):
"That in the event of a further revision of licence duties in the 
future, prime consideration be given to the introduction of 
Option 2 (a single tier licence system) subject to such variation 
in the amount of the duties as may be considered necessary, at 
that time".
the climate of opinion amongst anglers and angling associations, and 
particularly those representative of coarse angling interests, had 
changed since that time and it was therefore unlikely that this 
proposal would have the necessary support. Nevertheless it was agreed 
that further thought should be given to the introduction of a new 
licence structure for the region that would hopefully gain a consensus 
of support from all factions and accordingly members undertook to 
, consult their respective associations prior to the November meeting of 
the Committee when this matter would be discussed formally.
RESOLVED:
That consideration of a new fishing licence structure for rod 
and line angling throughout the region to come into force as 
from 1st January, 1983, be deferred to the November meeting and 
that in the meantime the officers prepare an appropriate paper
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including details of the licence structures existing in all other 
Water Authority areas.
RECOMMENDED;
(1) That the Policy and Resources Committee be recommended 
to approve the proposals to increase the rod and line, 
net and fixed engine licence duties, as set out in the 
Appendix to these Minutes, to come into force throughout 
the region from 1st January, 1982.
(2) That subject to the approval of this recommendation by 
the Policy and Resources Committee, the Director of 
Administration be authorised:
(a) to publish a Notice of the Authority's intention 
to fix these fishing 1 icence duties in appropriate 
newspapers, as required by clause 3 of Schedule 2 
of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975.
(b) to take all such steps as may be necessary, including 
representation at a Public Inquiry, in the event of 
objections to the proposals being received by the 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
42. REVIEW OF FISHERY BYELAWS
Further to Minute No. 32 of the last meeting, the Committee noted that 
on 1st April, 1981, (Minute No. 16 (3)) the Central Area Committee had 
further considered proposed byelaw 17 - prohibition of taking under­
sized fish, and had recommended that the size limit for brown trout 
and char be amended to 200 mm (8 ins).
Representations relating to certain of the proposals had also been 
received on behalf of the Padiham and District Angling Society, but to 
date the informal comments invited from MAFF had not been received, 
although these were expected shortly.
RESOLVED:
That the recommendation relating to the Review of Fishery Byelaws 
contained in Minute No. 16(3) of the meeting of the Central Area 
Committee held on 1st April, 1981, be received and that this 
recommendation together with the representations of the Padiham 
and District Society upon the proposals and the comments of MAFF 
be considered at the next meeting of the Committee on 13th July, 
1981.
43. CLOSURE OF PRESTON DOCKS
Further to Minute No. 43 of the last meeting concerning the decision 
of Preston Borough Council to close the Port of Preston, it was 
reported that following consultations between the officers of the 
Authority and officers of Preston Corporation, at which a mutually
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acceptable settlement had not been reached, the Authority had 
proceeded with its Petition against the Preston Corporation Bill. 
The hearing before a Select Committee of the House of Lords had taken 
place in early April, 1981, when both Fylde BC and Sefton MBC had also 
petitioned against the Bill.
At the end of the hearing the Select Committee had announced that they 
would be reporting on the Bill on the Third Reading with the following 
amendments:
(1) The clauses giving the Secretary of State default powers to 
require the Authority at their own expense to repair or restore 
(for unspecified purposes) the training walls upstream of Lytham, 
and to require the Authority to finance any surveys that the 
Secretary of State may require, should be deleted.
(2) The clause giving the Secretary of State default powers to 
require Preston at their own expense to carry out works on 
the training walls downstream of Lytham to remove any new 
navigational hazards, should be extended to cover the whole 
length of the training walls.
The effects of these proposed amendments were that the Bill would 
now merely empower the Authority to carry out works on the training 
walls upstream of Lytham and that any works which they might carry 
out, if approved by Preston subject to arbitration, would qualify for 
contributions from Preston for a period of ten years from the closure 
of the Port. Preston would be responsible for, and could be so 
directed by the Secretary of State, any works required to remove any 
new navigational hazards over the whole length of the training walls.
From the Authority point of view this was a satisfactory outcome, but 
it did not entirely meet the objections of Fylde and Sefton who wanted 
Preston to retain their present duty to maintain the training walls 
for navigational purposes at least until there had been sufficient 
time to assess from further study and experience the likely effects on 
their areas.
It was now possible that one or both Councils might oppose the Bill 
in the House of Commons, in which case the Authority would hold a 
watching brief to ensure that any further amendments did not adversely 
affect their interests. Should this happen then a further report 
would be made to the Committee.
44. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1981-82
A proposed calendar of meetings for the Committee and the Area 
Fisheries Advisory Committees for 1981-82, was submitted for the 
information of members, dates for meetings of the Committee being 
noted as follows:
Monday 13th July, 1981 
Monday 9th November, 1981 
Monday 1st February, 1982 
Monday 26th April, 1982
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The dates were an integral part of the calendar of meetings for the 
Authority, Committees and Sub-Committees, which had been approved by 
the Policy and Resources Committee on 2nd March, 1981, and would be 
submitted to the Authority for consideration in accordance with Rule 








Single Rod and Line
(a) Salmon 
Season
Part Season from June 1st 
Season concessionary 
Part Season concessionary 
from June 1st 
Seven day
Junior (10-13 years inclusive)
(b) Migratory Trout
Season 6.00 6.60
Season concessionary 3.00 3.30
Seven day 1.20 1.30*







(c) Non migratory trout, (brown
trout, rainbow trout and char) 
freshwater fish and eels
Season 3.60 3.90*
Season concessionary 1.80 1.90*
Seven day 0.60 0.70*
Junior (10-13 years inclusive) nil nil
Concessionary licences are issued to juveniles (14-16 years), 
state retirement pensioners and registered disabled persons.
* rounded down to nearest 10p
Commercial Eel Fishing
Fixed eel trap per annum 
Eel or fyke net per annum 
Traps, putcheons or baskets
(per 25 or part thereof) per annum
Nets and Fixed Engines
(Area within the boundaries of 
former Cumberland River Authority)
Whole area Drift, Hang or Whammel 
net (not exceeding 275m in length 
when wet) 125.00 137.50
River Eden, Draw, Draft or Seine 
net (not exceeding 275m in length










Whole area Heave or Haaf net . 25.00
River Eden coop 117.00
River Derwent coop 260.00
South West Cumberland garth 130.00
Nets
(Area within the boundaries of 
former Lancashire River Authority)
River Ribble, Drift, Hang or Whammel
net (not exceeding 140m in length
when wet) 80.00
River Lung, Drift, Hang or Whammel
net (not exceeding 300m in length
when wet) 133.00
River Lune, Draw, Draft or Seine
net (not exceeding 185m in length
when wet) 116.00
River Duddon, Draw, Draft or Seine














River Lune Heave or Haaf net 
River Kent Lave net 








NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NORTHERN AREA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
 16TH JUNE 1981
FISHERIES IN THE, SOLWAY FIRTH
1. The Chairman of the Authority recently received a letter from Sir 
William Jardine the Chairman of the Annan Fishery Board, referring 
to the problems of fisheries regulation in the Solway Firth and border 
rivers suggesting preliminary discussion to investigate the 
possibility of setting up a joint regulatory body to look after the 
fisheries in the area. On 21st April 1981, an exploratory discussion, 
took place and at the Chairman of the Authority's request was attended 
by the Chairmen of the Regional and Northern Committees together with 
officers of the Authority. The Scottish side was represented by Sir 
William Jardine and two members and the Clerk of the Annan Fishery 
Board.
2. The regulation of fishing in the Solway Firth and its associated 
migratory fish rivers is of prime concern to the Authority. There 
is agreement on both sides of the Firth that the conservation of salmon 
stocks is of paramount importance, and that the continuation without 
any restriction of the present high level of netting activity is 
likely to result in serious damage to the fisheries. The Authority 
continues to.be hampeted by legal and practical difficulties in the 
exercise of its fisheries functions as they relate to the Firth. The 
problems include those arising from the Authority's duty to impose a 
-licensing system throughout its area (including the Border Esk) while 
there is no such system in Scotland; the obligation of the Authority 
to issue haaf net licences without limit on number; and the absence of 
a clear definition of the boundary of the Authority's area within the 
Firth.
3. All present at the discussion on 21st April agreed that the historical 
and present circumstances of the Solway Firth and border rivers, 
coupled with the urgent need for conservation measures, pointed to the 
setting up of a joint Board or Commission for the Firth and the 
relevant rivers as the only satisfactory long term solution to the 
problems. If the whole of the relevant area were under a single 
Board problems of jur isdiction and possible conflict of laws should 
not arise. Provided that the Board concerned was given sufficient 
powers and resources, the way would be open for management of the 
relevant waters and conservation of their fisheries in a manner far 
more efficient and effective than hitherto, to the great benefit of 
the fisheries and environmental interests of the waters concerned.
4. The idea of a joint Fishery Board for the Solway Firth is not new, 
as there was provision for it in the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Act 1923 (the predecessor of the Act of 1975). However, the relevant 
1923 provisions were never implemented and were repealed in 1948. Had 
the Board then envisaged been set up, its powers and framework would 
not have been adequate to, nor appropriate for, the present circum­
stances and it would not, therefore, suffice merely to revive the 1923 
legislation.
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5. If the principle of the establishment of a joint Board is accepted, 
further consideration will need to be given to its legal framework, 
duties and powers. It is not intended to determine matters of detail
, at this stage. The proposals for a joint Board are also being put 
forward for discussion by members of the Annan Fishery Board and the 
Association of Scottish District Salmon Fishery Boards. If they are 
approved in principle on both sides, it is intended to arrange a joint 
meeting of representatives of the Authority and the Scottish interests. 
Discussions will then be commenced with MAFF and the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland. Subject to their advice, the 
views of the Committee and of the Scottish representatives would then 
be sought on matters of detail prior to the preparation and promotion 
of the necessary legislation.
6. Proposals for the setting up of Area Fishery Boards to cover the whole 
of Scotland (and the possible introduction of a licensing system 
there) are at present under discussion and it is possible that the 
Bill resulting from these discussions could be used to provide for the 
setting up of the suggested new Board. The necessary legislation 
would, however, affect both English and Scottish matters and there 
will need to be further discussions on the detailed aspects. These 
will include the area, constitution, powers, staffing and financial 
arrangements of the proposed Board, its future legal relationships 
with the Authority and with Scottish water, river and fisheries 
organisations, as well as possible provision for compensation for 
those proprietors of private fishing rights which might be affected by 
conservation measures taken by the new Board under its powers. The 
constitution and legal framework of the new Board might be modelled in 
part on the arrangements governing the Rivers Tweed and Foyle, both 
these being border rivers which are administered by bodies of 
commissioners. It is envisaged that the new Board would assume 
responsibility for all fisheries functions in its area, but it would 
not be concerned with land drainage or other aspects of river 
management not related to fisheries. The new Board would not 
necessarily include the whole catchment area of the Solway Firth, but 
would include the rivers which would benefit from conservation 
measures.
7. It is recommended
(1) That formal discussions be commenced with appropriate bodies and 
organisations to investigate further, the feasibility of setting 
up of a joint Board for the carrying out of fisheries functions 
(including licensing) on the Solway Firth and in the whole or so 
much as is considered appropriate of the Rivers Annan, Kirtle 
Water, Sark, Esk, Eden, Wampool, Waver and their tributaries.
(2) That the Chairman of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee, 
and such other me mbers and office rs as he may consider 
appropriate be authorised to attend such discussions.
